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One Magical Moment at a Time!
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Welcome to Veterans Memorial Elementary School! Our school mascot is a unicorn, because at VMES we empower learners…One magical moment at a time! This handbook contains some procedures that help to maintain a safe and orderly learning environment in our school. Please use this handbook as a reference and take some time to discuss important safety concerns and relevant policy information with your child.  We look forward to a productive year filled with exciting learning experiences!
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2011-2012 School Calendar
SEPTEMBER



6 – First Day of School for Students






13 - Back to School Night – 7:00 p.m.

                                                       29 – School Closed – Rosh Hashanah
OCTOBER



10 – School Closed - Columbus Day

NOVEMBER



10 -11 – School Closed – NJEA Convention 






21-22 – Parent Conferences

                                                       21-23 – Early Dismissal






24 & 25 – School Closed - Thanksgiving Recess

DECEMBER



26 –30 - School Closed - Winter Recess

JANUARY



1-2 – School Closed – New Year’s Day Observed





16 – School Closed - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
                                                       30 – Early Dismissal – Staff Development

FEBRUARY



17 - 20 – School Closed - Presidents’ Weekend
APRIL




6 - 13 - School Closed – Spring Recess





17 - Annual School Board Election
                                                       30 – NJ ASK testing (grade 5)

MAY




1 - 3 – NJASK testing (grade 5)

7 - 11 – NJASK testing (grades 3 and 4)

28 – School Closed - Memorial Day
JUNE




12 – 13 Early Dismissal

                                                       13 – Last Day of School for Students
                                                       14 – Professional Development Day

If schools are closed due to inclement weather or other emergency, days will be added to the calendar in June.
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VMES SCHOOL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
INTRODUCTION FOR PARENTS

Communication between the school and home is important.  If there is something you want to know about the school, if an incident has occurred at school that concerns you, if you are confused about something that took place in school or your child is experiencing difficulty:

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL at 732-785-3050.

Our district and school websites are regularly updated and will provide you with resources, calendar of events, special announcements, individual teacher web pages, services, downloadable forms, answers to frequently asked questions, Pupil Reporting Schedule for Progress Reports and Report Cards and Brick Board of Education Policies and Administrative Guidelines.
Please visit the Brick Schools District Website: http://www.brickschools.org

Please sign the Parental Student Manual Acknowledgement Form backpacked home with your student to verify that you have read this online document.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL

Arrival:

Students who walk to school or who are dropped off by their parents should arrive no earlier than 8:55am.  There is no supervision prior to this time.  Children are permitted to enter the building at 9:00am.
Dismissal: 

If you pick up your child prior to the close of the school day, please send a note indicating the time you will arrive.  Do not leave a message on the teacher’s voice mail.  Any time a child’s normal dismissal routine is changed by a parent request, the child must be signed out by the parent/guardian in the office.  You will be asked to show identification.
Any parent picking up a child at the end of the school day may enter the building to sign them out at 3:15pm.  Remember to have your driver’s license for identification. Students will be dismissed to the designated pick-up doorway at the end of the day and released to their parents outside near the picnic tables.  Parents must wait to pick up their child outside and provide their sign-out paper to the teacher on duty.
ATTENDANCE
Students enter school at 9:00am with attendance taken shortly after 9:05am. A student coming late must be escorted into the building by an adult and report to the office to get a late slip. The student WILL be marked tardy.  Being tardy five times without valid excuses may result in disciplinary action.  Parent notification will be made.
Please call the main office 785-3050 ext 5550 prior to the start of the school day if your child will be absent from school. Please provide your child’s teacher with a written note upon your child’s return to school. In order to count an absence as excused, official documentation must be presented to the main office within two (2) days after returning to school. A physician’s note should accompany extended absences. Please refer to BOE Policy 5112 Attendance located on the Brick Schools website for a list of excused and unexcused absence reasons.  
Regular and uninterrupted school attendance is needed to assure normal academic growth and progress.  Growth and progress are adversely affected by each day of school missed. It is also a requirement of the State of New Jersey that all students attend school regularly. Students who are cumulatively absent more than 16 days are referred to the attendance officer.  When illness occurs, students are to remain home.  Repeated illness should be referred to your family physician.
When the number of absences, including illnesses, reaches 8 in a semester, your child’s teachers, the school counselors and administration will work with you and your child to improve attendance.  You will be notified of our concern about your child’s attendance.  After this notification, there will be consequences if your child’s attendance continues to be a problem.  Continued poor attendance may be reflected in poor report card grades, retention, require a home visit by the district’s attendance office or lead to your child’s exclusion from school events.
If a student expects to be absent for more than three (3) consecutive days due to illness, parents may call the office to request homework.  Assignments may be picked up 24 hours after the initial request.  Once the teacher prepares homework assignments for an absent student, the student is expected to complete the assignments.
BUS TRANSPORTATION
Late Bus Transportation: Monday and Wednesday – Departure time: 4:20 PM
Please read and the School Bus Safety packet provided at the beginning of the school year for specific rules and responsibilities. After discussing its contents with your child, please sign the bus transportation contract and return to your child’s teacher. If you have any questions regarding busing, please contact our Transportation Department at 732-262-2621.

The bus driver is in complete charge of the bus and its occupants.  Students riding the bus must comply with the requests of the driver.

Pupil transportation is a privilege which may be suspended or revoked.  Students waiting at the bus stop, on the bus, and departing the bus shall act in a manner that will not jeopardize their safety or the safety of their fellow passengers, nor shall they distract the driver for his/her appointed duties.  Students must ride only their assigned bus.  Students will be allowed off the bus only at school or their designated bus stop.  It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to see that children are so instructed.
Should the bus driver feel a student’s behavior on the bus is unacceptable, a Bus Conduct Report may be issued and an administrator will investigate the incident.  Parents are contacted whenever a conduct report is generated.

When incidents occur, suspension of bus privileges may result.  It must be pointed out that New Jersey Statutes, title 18A:25-2, provide, "A pupil may be excluded from the bus for disciplinary reasons by the Principal, and his parents shall provide for transportation to and from school during the period of such exclusion."  It is expected that your child will have transportation to and from school during this period of exclusion.  It is the parent's legal responsibility to provide transportation and supervision for their child. Students suspended from the bus will not arrive at school before 8:55 and must be picked up by 3:35PM.
The following procedures will be used in dealing with inappropriate bus behavior:


1st offense:  warning letter or possible 3-day bus suspension


2nd offense:  3 or 5-day bus suspension


3rd offense:  5 or 10-day bus suspension
Subsequent offenses may result in bus privileges being permanently rescinded.

COMMUNICATION 
Information on school events is provided through our school website and a quarterly newsletter.  In addition to notes and conferences, parents may communicate with staff members through email or telephone. 
COMPUTERS

The computer network system is available for student use for academic purposes.  Each student has a personal user ID.  Illegal access or misuse of hardware, software, etc. may result in loss of computer privileges and/or disciplinary action.  Please see BOE Policy 6142.10 Technology User Agreement.
CONFERENCES

Parent Conferences are scheduled after the first marking period, during half-day sessions on November 21st and 22nd.  Evening conferences are scheduled for Monday, November 21, 2011. However, you may request a conference with your child’s teacher any time a question or problem arises. Just call the school office and the teacher will return your call to set up a mutually agreeable day and time for the conference
DISCIPLINE 

The Veterans Memorial Elementary School Student Code of Behavior is a guide for all students. The Student Code of Behavior states that:
A student at the VMES  is expected to:

1. Respect the right of every student to get an education.

2. Act in a manner that brings respect to my school, my family and myself.

3. Protect the health, safety, and welfare of all including myself.

4. Conform to reasonable standards of socially acceptable behavior.

5. Obey constituted authority and respond to those who hold authority.

6. Attend school.

7. Have the right to be free from physical or mental harassment.

8. Strive for academic excellence in all areas by completing assignments, doing homework, preparing for tests, participating in class, asking questions and being a RESPONSIBLE learner.

Any behavior that violates the Student Code of Behavior or Board of Education Policy No. 5131 can result in a disciplinary report.  Whenever a disciplinary report is issued, parents will be notified.  Behavior such as fighting, inappropriate use of language, repeated lateness to school or class, vandalism, “excessive fooling around,” harassment of another student, disruption of class are in violation of the Student Code of Behavior and therefore, may result in a disciplinary report.  Any incident involving alcohol, drugs or tobacco will be dealt with in accordance with Board of Education Policy.  Teachers will use various techniques to help improve student behavior before issuing a disciplinary report, including after school detention.
MOST Veterans Memorial Elementary School students are never issued a disciplinary report. 

Certain behavior simply cannot be tolerated in a school. Gang Activity (any dress, hand signs, or gestures proclaiming gang membership and/or affiliation or that maybe interpreted as such are prohibited), bringing weapons, fighting, throwing objects, food fights, being in possession of or setting off firecrackers or stink bombs, or assaulting other students or teachers, will result in out-of-school suspension and a Parent/Administrative re-entry conference.
The intentional effort by a student to scare, intimidate, frighten, threaten or humiliate another person is harassment. These behaviors can be physical, verbal, written or electronically transmitted. All are a violation of the Student Code of Behavior and Board of Education policy and will be dealt with in a serious fashion.  Penalties may include, but not limited to, After School Intervention Program (ASIP) or External Suspension.

Acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying may also be a pupil exercising power and control over another pupil, in either isolated incidents (e.g., intimidation, harassment) or patterns of harassing or intimidating behavior (e.g., bullying). Consequences and appropriate remedial actions will be taken in accordance with Brick Township Board Policy #5512.

DRESS CODE FOR STUDENTS
Successful pupils dress appropriately for the learning environment. It is important to be neat, clean, and wear appropriate clothing that does not interfere with the educational process or create a safety hazard. The administration and staff shall determine proper dress and reserves the right to discipline any pupil who is not dressed properly. Pupils dressed inappropriately will be given an opportunity to conform prior to receiving disciplinary action. Failure to comply with the dress code regulations could lead to disciplinary action. Any exceptions to the dress code will need the approval of the Building Principal. 
The following expectations for pupil dress have been established to promote a safe and optimum

learning environment:

1. Any apparel that overexposes the body (e.g. tank tops, tops that expose the chest,

shirts with spaghetti straps, halter tops, net shirts, torn shirts, excessively ripped

clothing, see-through clothing) may not be worn; shoulders must be significantly covered. Shirts or tops must cover the waistband of pants, shorts, or skirts with no midriff visible.

2. Hats, caps, visors, sweatbands, headbands, bandannas, hoods, scarves, etc. are

outerwear and not appropriate for school. These must be removed upon entering

the building and will be confiscated if there are continual violations.

3. Undergarments must be covered at all times. This includes bras, boxer shorts, etc.

4. Pupils must wear appropriate footwear—for safety purposes.  Unsafe footwear includes but is not limited to:   flip flops, backless shoes, slippers
5. Sunglasses are not to be worn on the face, head or neck.

6. Coats and jackets are outerwear and are not to be worn in school. Pupils should

place their coats and jackets in the designated area when they arrive at school.

7. Shorts and skirts must reach to the tips of the pupil's fingers when his/her arms are

straight down at his/her side (should be approximately mid-thigh length).

8. Clothing that displays indecent, vulgar, distractive or offensive writings, pictures

and/or slogans, including but not limited to references to sex, alcohol, negative

references to religion, race or ethnicity, alcohol, tobacco and/or drugs are not

permitted.

9. State Statute mandates that the following articles are considered dangerous and

unlawful and would cause damage to other pupils or property if used inappropriately and are, therefore, not permitted: chains, spikes, cleats, pins or certain types of rings or other paraphernalia, gang related dress.
10. Body piercing jewelry must be removed for physical education.

11. Pajamas, leisure or lounge wear, bare midriff tops, revealing tops, backless, mesh

or revealing shirts, skirts, pants or short-shorts are not permitted.

12. Any clothing that is likely to create a substantial and material disruption to the

school environment is not permitted.

EARLY DISMISSAL DAYS
Students will be dismissed at 1:30 on Early Dismissal Days. Early Dismissal is scheduled for the following days:

November 21-22

Parent-Teacher Conferences
November 23


Thanksgiving Holiday

January 30


Professional Development for Staff

June 12-13


End of Year

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS
When it is necessary to close the schools because of inclement weather or emergency, the following procedure will be used:
You will receive an automated phone call from the district.  To ensure that you receive a phone call, please make sure you have provided your most current contact information to the school.  Any changes with your phone number should be reported to the Main Office at 732-785-3050 ext. 5500.

Radio announcements of the closing of the Brick Township Public Schools can be received on the following radio stations:

WJLK 94.3 FM


WOBM 92.7 FM
WADB 1310 AM                             Channel 20 BTV
Announcements will be posted on the website www.brickschools.org and cable Channel 20 BTV. Please do not call the school, Board of Education, or police.  None of these agencies are equipped to handle volumes of phone calls pertaining to school closings.

In the event of a delayed opening there is a 90 minute delay to the start of school.  School will begin at 10:35am.  The regular dismissal time will remain in effect.

When conditions occur after school has begun, dismissal will occur at 1:30 PM. Please develop an emergency plan with your child as soon as the school year begins. Your child should know what to do at 1:30 PM without having to contact you. The automated dialer will contact your home phone number, so it is important that your child know what to do in case of an emergency closing. 
HOMEWORK

The purpose of homework is to help students become self-directed, independent learners.  Homework assignments shall support clearly defined school and classroom objectives and shall be used to reinforce and enhance school experiences.  The immediate purpose of a specific homework assignment may be to:

1.
Strengthen basic skills

2.
Extend review of classroom learning
3. 
Provides additional feedback on student progress
3.
Stimulate and further interests

4.
Reinforce independent study skills

5.
Develop initiative, responsibility, and self-direction

7.
Acquaint parents/guardians with the work pupils do in school
Please encourage good study habits and responsibility by:

 1.
 Be aware of your child’s homework assignment

2.
 Have a scheduled homework time

3.
 Provide your child with a quiet well-lit study area 

4.
Question closely recurrent claims that your child “has no homework” tonight.
If you are requesting homework for your child during an absence please call the attendance office by 9:00AM.  Please know that the homework requests will not be ready until after 2:45PM.  You may pick up the assignments in the main office at that time, or you may make arrangements for a sibling or friend to take your child’s work home. If requests for homework are made after 9:00AM, the assignments will not be ready for pick-up until the following day.
It is sometimes necessary, in scheduling family vacations, to take children out of school for several days.  We often receive requests for assignments in advance of vacation.  As per Board Policy, it is the parent’s responsibility to provide for the maintenance of their child’s skills during the period of absence. Teachers will not be able to provide advance assignments for students missing school due to vacation.  Since teachers’ lesson plans may change from day to day depending on a number of variables, it is often difficult to project a week or so in advance where a particular class will be.  Upon their return to school, children are responsible for making up tests, projects, reports and any other assignments that the teacher deems necessary.  
Please Be mindful that statewide testing for grade 5 will begin on April 30th and conclude on May 3rd. Grades 3 and 4 will begin on May 7th, with Grade 3 concluding on May 10th and Grade 4 concluding on May 11th.  
ITEMS NOT PERMITTED IN SCHOOL
Animals are not allowed on school property (except by special request of the teacher with approval by the Principal).  Please discourage your child from bringing valuable personal items to school; they should leave their toys, games, trading cards, radios, electronic games, cell phones, and sports equipment (such as basketballs, footballs, etc.) at home.  The school provides everything students need for the classroom, physical education, and recess.  The school can not be held responsible for lost or stolen items. Chewing gum, carbonated drinks, and other similar items are not permitted.  Parents should see that their children do not bring large amounts of money to school.  Please send only the money a child needs for the day.  Also, anything that can be construed as dangerous (items with sharp points, penknives, toy weapons, etc.) is not allowed in school.  Cell phones are permitted only if they are turned off and stored in the child’s backpack for the entire school day.  At no time may students use cell phones during school hours or during after-school programs.  Please refer to BOE Policy 5131.8 Student Use of Portable Electronic Devices.
LIBRARY BOOKS

The library is a very important and special place in our school.  Each class has a scheduled time during the week and individual students may use the library’s resources with their teacher’s permission.  The library borrowing policy is:  If you do not return material you signed out, you may not sign out anything else. If materials are not returned in a reasonable amount of time, a monetary fee will be levied.  Your report card will be held until payment is made.  If you borrow something, it is your responsibility to return it.  
LOST AND FOUND

Many articles end up in the lost and found annually and remain unclaimed.  Clothing can be recovered from the lost and found container outside the cafeteria.  Jewelry, keys, money, watches, glasses, etc. can be claimed in the main office.  Names should be placed on all items brought into school, therefore assuring that lost items are returned to their owners.  The school is NOT responsible for lost or stolen items.  All items remaining in the lost and found container are periodically donated or discarded.
LUNCHES

Students are welcome to bring a lunch from home or purchase lunch at school.  Children who bring their lunches should have their name and room number on their bag or lunchbox. Glass containers are not permitted. Metal pull-top containers pose a safety hazard and are therefore discouraged. A complete tray lunch, salad, and/or deli sandwich is available for purchase daily for $2.80, which includes a healthy snack and milk.  Milk may be purchased separately for $0.75 each.  Ice-cream and other snacks may be purchased for $0.65—$2.00. Breakfast is served daily and costs $1.55.   
Please note that the cost of a regular lunch is subject to change.  Notification will be sent home with students and posted to the school website. Student lunch accounts have been created to improve efficiency in the lunch lines. To avoid lost lunch money, you may write a check payable to Brick Schools Cafeteria or go to www.parforit.net pay by credit card.
Students are required to dispose of their trash and are encouraged to recycle in the containers provided.  Students will be assigned seats according to their teacher.  Throwing food or other objects in the cafeteria is considered a serious disciplinary incident and will be subject to suspension.  If a student forgets his/her lunch or has no money, that student should report the problem to his/her teacher.  Students who have incurred cafeteria charges must pay the charge as soon as possible.  Report cards will be held for students who have outstanding charges.
MEDIA

A goal of the Brick Township Public Schools is, from time to time, to feature student activities and accomplishments in the media.  Our intent is to broadcast these notable activities on our dedicated cable channel, in the local news, and/or on the district website. Students’ pictures and names may appear in the broadcast/article.  Parental permission must be provided through a form that is sent home and available on our website.
MEDICATION
Children are NOT permitted to bring medication of any kind to school.  If it is necessary for a child to have medication during school hours, please contact Mrs. Brink the school nurse, at 785-3050 option 2, to complete the necessary forms. Medication must be brought to school by a parent or legal guardian in its original container and left in the Nurse’s Office.  NO medication will be given without a note from the parents and a written order from the child’s physician.
Immunizations will be reviewed annually to ensure compliance with state requirements.  The nurse will recommend exclusion of those students who fail to comply with immunization requirements.
NUTRITION POLICY
This policy is a commitment of the Brick Township Board of Education to provide students with healthy and nutritious foods; encourage consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables, low fat milk, and whole grains; provide nutrition education; encourage consumption of all components of the school meal; and provide students with opportunities to engage in daily physical activity.

Foods served by the district will meet all USDA nutrient standards.  Foods that are prohibited under the nutritional policy, such as foods of minimal nutritional value, all food and beverage items listing sugar as the first ingredient, and all forms of candy, will not be served in school.

Food and beverages served during school celebrations are exempt from the policy, with the exception of foods of minimal nutritional value as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture regulations.  These prohibited foods are:  soda, Italian ices, chewing gum, hard candy, lollipops, gum drops, jelly beans, marshmallows, candy corn, soft mints, licorice, cotton candy, and candy coated popcorn.  These items may not be served in school for class parties or birthday celebrations.  Parents are encouraged to provide healthy snacks for their children and for school celebrations.  Please consult classroom teachers regarding food allergies prior to sending in snacks for the class. We ask your cooperation in implementing our Nutrition Policy.
No fast food items are permitted in the cafeteria. 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS
If you are interested in volunteering at V.M.E.S., please contact your child's teacher or fill out the Volunteer form sent home at the start of the school year.  You may also contact the volunteer community liaisons:  Mrs. Diaz @ 732-262-2590 ext. 1528 or Mrs. Silvestri @ 

732-785-3000 ext. 1070
PUPIL PROGRESS REPORTS
Report cards are issued four times a year. Parent/teacher conferences will be held on November 21st and 22nd. Progress reports will be issued to all students midway through each marking period. 
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	Quarter Begins
	Progress Reports 
	Quarter Ends
	Report Cards Issued

	Sept 6
	Oct 7
	Nov 9
	Parent/Teacher Conferences

	Nov 14
	Dec 16
	Jan 20
	Feb 3

	Jan 23
	Feb 24
	Mar 30
	Apr 20

	Apr 2
	May 11
	June 13
	June 13


RETURNING TO SCHOOL

Please discourage your child from returning to school for forgotten items. Classrooms are locked immediately after dismissal. Children will only be permitted to retrieve items if they are accompanied by a parent and if their classroom teacher hasn’t departed. 
SCHOOL PROPERTY

Please remind your child to respect and care for school property. All books should be covered with a non-adhesive book cover. The cost for lost or damaged books must be paid before final report cards are issued. If something is accidentally damaged, your child should report it to the teacher immediately. 
SCHOOL SAFETY
In order to establish the safest, most secure learning environment for all of our students, we have implemented the following procedures:
1. All visitors must report to the main office to sign in prior to entering any other part of the school building.  Upon signing in, each visitor will be issued a pass.
2. Younger and older siblings are prohibited from visiting classroom for their safety and the safety of others.
3. All doors, including the Main Lobby doors, will be locked.  

4. Cars are not permitted in the bus/fire lanes in front of the Main Entrance at any time.  Please refrain from using this lane for safety reasons.
In accordance with Zero Tolerance policies endorsed by the state, threatening language and the possession of weapons or look-a-like weapons will result in serious consequences (i.e. suspension) and will be reported to the police. Please discuss with your child the importance of using nonviolent language and bringing appropriate items to school.
Please review the Board of Education Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying (HIB) Policy 5512 on the district website.
SECURITY DRILLS

New Jersey public schools are required to have monthly fire and security drills.  Parents will not be notified when these drills are scheduled. Students will practice appropriate procedures and evacuations with their teacher throughout the school year to ensure the efficiency and organization of the school community in the event of an emergency.

SPECIAL CUSTODY ARRANGEMENTS

If you have sole custody of your child, you should present the school with a copy of the Custody Order. If you share joint custody, both parents are entitled to receive school related materials such as notices, progress reports, report cards, etc. Please notify the office of such an arrangement and provide a copy of any court documents so that we know where to send these materials. For your convenience, a Joint Custody Form was sent home at the start of the school year. The main office may also be notified by phone at 732-785-3050 ext. 5550
STANDARDIZED TESTING

Standardized tests will be administered to students in grades 3 - 5 according to the following schedule:




Grade 3:
NJASK3 – May 7 - 10, 2011



Grade 4:
NJASK4 – May 7 - 11, 2011



Grade 5:
NJASK5 – April 30 – May 3, 2011
STUDENT PLANNERS

The VMES PTA has provided student planners which are designed to improve student organizational and study skills.  Homework assignments, tests, quizzes and other important dates should be entered in this book.  By writing down assignments, due dates, and other class requirements, assignments are completed, test scores are higher, and students are better prepared for each day of school.  
STUDENT SERVICES

Teachers are trained to handle many different types of situations involving students.  At times, a student may be experiencing problems at school and may wish to make an appointment to speak to a counselor.  These problems may be academic, emotional, social, behavioral, or physical.  Teachers or parents may also contact our counselors at 732-785-3050 ext. 5707.  Our counselors are here to help students!
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AT VMES WE…



EMPOWER LEARNERS…
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WITH CHARACTER EDUCATION

This year VMES will focus on:

Character Education

The values we aim to infuse into our educational setting are among the most universally accepted in a democratic society and include Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship.  The impetus and focus of the Character Education program centers on adult modeling, curriculum integration, and parent/community involvement.  

Student Motivation has been identified as a key factor impacting student achievement. To develop and instill self-motivation in the Veterans Memorial Elementary Community of Learners, the Character Education Committee has adopted a new slogan: Proud of Ourselves, Proud of our school, Proud of our country. By developing pride, it is our belief that student motivation will improve. Activities will be focused on developing and promoting VMES pride. There are a number of new initiatives which include:

· Inspirational Messages will be voted upon by the students on Election Day in November and stenciled in the hallways later in the year.

· A slide show entitled Friday Pride Show, which defines and illustrates the trait of the month with words and student photographs, will be developed and presented two Fridays per month during lunch periods.

·  A Student Pride Activity will be completed in the classroom during the first few days of school and brought to the September Reading Rally.

· The Character Education Bulletin Board will be modified to support the PRIDE initiative, recognizing student activities on bricks that “build” our school and students of the month will surround the building as a border. 

· Trait of the Month, upon which the Student of the Month program is based, will be modified. At each of the four reading rallies, two traits will be represented.  Two students from each class will be recognized (one for each of the two traits) and presentations will highlight both traits. 



· A brief Commemoration of 9-11-01 will occur on Wednesday, September 14th during which a moment of silence will be held and a school-wide patriotic picture will be taken. 
· The committee will be applying for the National School Of Character (NJOC) Award during the 2012-3 school year.  

We welcome any input that you may have on our program. We look forward to having you join us in this worthwhile effort to continue to foster the character education which you have already begun with your children.  

Improving pride in self, school, and country will motivate students to reach their full academic, social, emotional, and behavioral potential. With your help, we know this will be a most enriching experience!
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THE SIX PILLARS OF CHARACTER





	Be honest • Don’t deceive, cheat or steal • Be reliable — do what you say you’ll do • Have the courage to do the right thing • Build a good reputation • Be loyal — stand by your family, friends and country


	Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule • Be tolerant of differences • Use good manners, not bad language • Be considerate of the feelings of others • Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone • Deal peacefully with anger, insults and disagreements




	Do what you are supposed to do • Persevere: keep on trying! • Always do your best • Use self-control • Be self-disciplined • Think before you act — consider the consequences • Be accountable for your choices

	Play by the rules • Take turns and share • Be open-minded; listen to others • Don’t take advantage of others • Don’t blame others carelessly









	Be kind • Be compassionate and show you care • Express gratitude • Forgive others • Help people in need


	Do your share to make your school and community better • Cooperate • Stay informed; vote • Be a good neighbor • Obey laws and rules • Respect authority • Protect the environment
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