“Intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus character, that is the goal of true education.”

 Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dear Parents/Guardians,





October 2011
This year the staff at Herbertsville School will continue to develop and improve knowledge and skills that enable students to make informed and responsible choices. We will be integrating the Six Pillars of Character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship into the curriculum and school day. It is our belief that all citizens can utilize these six traits throughout their lives to guide behavior and attitudes. The Six Pillars can also be used to improve achievement and to develop personal integrity. By instilling in children a strong sense of values, we are better preparing them for success. 

The Six Pillars of Character will be introduced in September as staff members develop the rules and climate in the classrooms. Each month our school will highlight a trait of the month. Finally, in May and June our school will review and celebrate all the Six Pillars of Character. Students will have many opportunities for involvement throughout the entire year as character traits are integrated into the curriculum.

	October /November
	Respect

	December 
	Caring

	January 
	Fairness

	February 
	Trustworthiness

	March 
	Responsibility

	April
	Citizenship

	May/June
	Review and celebrate the Six Pillars


Monthly Optional Writing Activity:

Beginning in October a “Dear Gabby” letter will be sent home. Dear Gabby letters include real world problems which include ethical issues. Students assume the role of “Dear Gabby” and write a letter of advice. Young students will respond simply, while older students will respond in a more detailed manner by giving good possible solutions to the problem. Students are asked to return their Dear Gabby letters to school. The Dear Gabby letters will be randomly selected and shared on the morning announcements.
During the course of each month, staff members will be rewarding students who demonstrate positive changes and good character by submitting student names to the principal. These students will be invited to have “Lunch with the Principal.” 

We hope you join us in our efforts and enthusiasm to encourage positive virtues of character.





Educationally Yours,






Mrs. Bonnie Giles

Principal
