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The Six Pillars of Character at Drum Point 

       The Six Pillars of Character is an integral part of the Drum Point Road Elementary School philosophy. To become more productive citizens of the future, students develop a set of core values that they can build on and call on throughout their lives to guide their behavior and attitudes. Six building blocks of character – trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship – form the foundation of character education. These building blocks help children reduce risk behaviors, improve achievement and develop personal integrity. 

            At the Drum Point Road School character education helps children develop all the skills they need to become successful adults and is woven into everyday interactions with our students.

Here are some examples of how we integrate the Six Pillars of Character:

· Creating visually stimulating and pervasive messages that are strategically    

          placed around the each classroom and the school building
· Sustained and effective professional development training for the staff  

         about the Character Counts philosophy and how it can be used in day-to-day   

         work with youth to create positive interactions

· Focusing on pillars when discussions or interventions are needed

Each of the character education traits are highlighted throughout the school year.  Every marking period students who exemplify these traits are selected to enjoy character education principal luncheons where they receive our special “I Have Good Character” dragon pins.  In addition, Dragon Dollars are distributed in the cafeteria to students exhibiting excellent character and classrooms are identified with character dragons displayed by their doors.  Our wonderful “Character Counts on the Bus” program continues the pillars throughout the entire school day bridging the school to home connection.  
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The Six Pillars of Character Defined
Trustworthiness
Be honest • Don’t deceive, cheat or steal • Be reliable ~ do what you say you’ll do • Have the courage to do the right thing • Build a good reputation • Be loyal ~ stand by your family, friends and country 
Respect
Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule • Be tolerant of differences • Use good manners, not bad language • Be considerate of the feelings of others • Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone • Deal peacefully with anger, insults and disagreements 
Responsibility
Do what you are supposed to do • Persevere: keep on trying! • Always do your best • Use self-control • Be self-disciplined • Think before you act ~ consider the consequences • Be accountable for your choices 
Fairness
Play by the rules • Take turns and share • Be open-minded; listen to others • Don’t take advantage of others • Don’t blame others carelessly 
Caring
Be kind • Be compassionate and show you care • Express gratitude • Forgive others • Help people in need 
Citizenship
Do your share to make your school and community better • Cooperate • Get involved in community affairs • Stay informed; vote • Be a good neighbor • Obey laws and rules • Respect authority • Protect the environment 

Character Education Trait Calendar

2011-2012

Responsibility                                            September 12-October 14
Citizenship                                                 October 17- November 18
Respect                                                      December 1 - January 20
Caring                                                         January 23 - February 24
Fairness                                                     March 1 - April 5
Trustworthiness                                        April 16 - May 25
                           Tentative Principal’s Luncheon Dates

Responsibility/Citizenship                             December 2, 2011
Respect/Caring                                             February 29, 2012

Fairness/Trustworthiness                             May 31, 2012

